
City of Red Lake Falls 

August 24, 2026 

Minutes 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Red Lake Falls, Red Lake County, Minnesota was duly held in the Council Chambers of 

said City on the 24th day of August 2026. 

 

Members Present: Allen Bertilrud, Joyce Kalbakdalen, John Kleven. Neil Knaack, Cheryl 

Matzke, Kyle Thibert 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Others Present: Kathy Schmitz, Delray Sparby, Jane Thibert, Megan Lysford, Zach Thoma, 

Mitch Bernstein, Nick Knutson 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Thibert, to approve the agenda with the following 

amendments. Table Item 6.07 Tonka Water, Add Item 6.09 Insurance Bid 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Matzke moved, seconded by Kleven, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Approval of August 10, 2026, Minutes.  

Approval of the Bills and Disbursements  

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Megan Lysford from the Northwest Regional Library requested a 3% increase in funding 

for 2027. 

      

Knaack moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen, moved to not consider the proposal from Crown 

Castle at this time.  

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Matzke to approve Resolution #08-02-2026 accepting a 

$55.00 donation from Thrifty White Drug to the City of Red Lake Falls for City Flower 

Planters.  

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Knaack, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: None. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 
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Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Matzke to approve Resolution #08-03-2026, accepting a 

$200.00 donation from Thibert Chev Inc. to the City of Red Lake Falls for the Red Lake Falls 

Volunteer Fire Department Pumper Truck.  

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Knaack, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: None. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

Thibert moved, seconded by Kleven to approve the 2027 insurance renewal premium of 

$68,037 less any adjustment. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

Kleven moved, seconded by Thibert that the member does not waive the monetary limits 

on municipal tort liability established by Minn. Stat. §466.04. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed. 

 

Matzke moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen to approve the work comp renewal in the 

amount of $12,501.00 for 2027. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed. 

 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Kleven to accept the quote from Tri-State Paving at 

$.83 per linear foot. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed. 

 

Attorney Sparby informed the council that the outcome of the vote on the $5,000 

donation was questioned after listening to the tape from the August 10th meeting. It was 

determined that there were two votes in favor, two votes against and two non-votes, 

therefore the motion did not pass. 

 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Thibert, to amend the August 10, 2026, minutes on the 

vote taken on Item 6.01 Baseball dugout to read, Kleven moved, seconded by Matzke, to 

approve the donation of $5,000 towards the baseball dug out and press box that includes 

a grandstand, storage & concessions.  

On vote being taken, the motion failed due to a tied vote. 2 in favor, 2 opposed, and 2 

non-voting. 

 

Kleven moved, seconded by Matzke, to donate $5,000.00 to the Red Lake Falls School 

District to be used for improvements to the visitor dugout to match the home dugout.  

On vote being taken, the motion failed due to a tied vote. 3 in favor, 3 opposed. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Allen Bertilrud, Mayor     

Kathleen Schmitz, City Administrator 


