
 

 

City of Red Lake Falls 

July 13, 2026 

Minutes 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Red Lake Falls, Red Lake County, Minnesota was duly held in the Council Chambers of 

said City on the 13th day of July 2026. 

 

Members Present: Allen Bertilrud, Joyce Kalbakdalen, Cheryl Matzke,  

John Kleven, Kyle Thibert 

 

Members Absent: Neil Knaack, 

 

Others Present: Jane Thibert, Matt Swendra, George Eilertson, Karl Kleven, John Thibert, 

Zach, Thoma, Kelly Brekke,  

Present by Zoom: Kathy Schmitz, 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/PUBLIC INFORMATION/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Phase One of the Riverside Playground Equipment has been installed thanks to City 

Employees and volunteers.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Kleven, to approve the agenda as presented. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Thibert, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Approval of June 22, 2026, Minutes.  

Approval of the Bills and Disbursements  

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

NEW BUSINESS   

Kleven moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen, to approve Resolution #07-01-2026 providing 

authorization for the issuance and sale of a $8,230,000 general obligation temporary 

utility revenue bond, and pledging for the security thereof net revenues. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: Knaack. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED.  

    

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Thibert, to accept the high bid of $11,050.00 from Mike 

& Brian Schafer for the Red Lake Falls Volunteer Fire Departments surplus 1996 Chevrolet 

3500.  

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  
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Matzke moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen to accept the high bid of $8,500.00 for the Red 

Lake Falls Volunteer Fire Departments surplus 2020 Polaris Ranger 570. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

Matzke moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen to approve Resolution #07-02-2026 State 

Airport Fund Grant agreement with the Minnesota Department of Transportation for crack 

sealing at the airport. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: Knaack. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

Kleven moved, seconded by Thibert to approve Resolution #07-03-2026 Election Judge 

Appointments. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: Knaack. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Thibert to approve Resolution #07-04-2026 Summerfest 

Off Site Special License to sell liquor off premises for Sparkey’s 218 Grill and The Spot on 

July 24-July 26, 2026. Failure to comply with provision of the certificate of insurance, 

map, fencing or the use of wrist bands will result in revocation of said license. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: Knaack. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

Kleven moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen to approve Resolution #07-05-2026 expanding 

and declaring slum and blighted area for the SCDP Grant to read as the area bounded on 

the west by Jefferson and Polk Avenues; on the north by Harren Drive and 10th Street to 

Morrison Avenue; on the east at the junction of 6th Street and Bridge/State Highway 32N; 

and on the south by 15th Street. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: Knaack. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

Kleven moved, seconded by Thibert to approve a 3% increase for the 2027 water/sewer 

rates. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

Matzke moved, seconded by Thibert to increase the head election judge wages to $21.00 

per hour and election judge wage to $18.00 per hour.   

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Kleven to approve a 5% increase in 2027 for 

Administrator Schmitz.  

On vote being taken, the motion was passed.  
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Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Kleven to approve a 5% increase in 2027 for 

Administrative Assistant Thibert. 

On vote being taken, the motion was passed. Thibert abstained. 

Kalbakdalen & Kleven moved to rescind the 5% increase for Administrative Assistant 

Thibert.  

 

Matzke moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen to approve a 3.8%-5% employee increase for 

2027 at Administrator Schmitz’s discretion. 

On vote being taken, the motion was passed.  

 

Kleven moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen, to approve a fifty cent raise for Administrative 

Assistant Thibert effective next pay period due to increased responsibilities with 

Administrator Schmitz working remotely. 

On vote being taken, the motion was passed. Thibert abstained. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:57 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Allen Bertilrud, Mayor     

Kathleen Schmitz, City Administrator 

 

The published material is only a summary, the full text is available for public inspection at City Hall, or by 

standard or electronic mail.  

 

 

 

 


