
City of Red Lake Falls 

June 22, 2026 

Minutes 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 

Red Lake Falls, Red Lake County, Minnesota was duly held in the Council Chambers of 

said City on the 22nd day of June 2026. 

 

Members Present: Allen Bertilrud, Joyce Kalbakdalen, Cheryl Matzke,  

John Kleven, Neil Knaack, Kyle Thibert 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Others Present: Kathy Schmitz, Jane Thibert, Matt Swendra, Christian Thorlacius, Mitch 

Bernstein 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/PUBLIC INFORMATION/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

City of Red Lake Falls has been awarded a grant by the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce, Division of Energy Resources, Solar on Public Buildings program, making our 

local government renewable energy pioneers in the state of Minnesota.15 solar panels 

that will produce an estimated 40 kilowatt hours of electricity per year and save local 

citizens an estimated $5,246 annually; Therefore the council, on behalf of City of Red 

Lake Falls do hereby proclaim June 22, 2026, as SOLAR ENERGY DAY. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Kleven, to approve the agenda with Item 6.04 Alleys & 

6.05 City Hall being tabled until a later date. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Matzke, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Approval of June 8, 2026, Minutes. Approval of the Bills and Disbursements.  

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Matzke moved, seconded by Kalbakdalen, to approve the purchase of the 2005 

International Pierce pumper truck in the amount of $162,500.00, using the $48,671.00 

from reserves for a cost of $113,829.00.  Approve the repair of the pumper truck at 

Thibert’s Chev Inc. for $9,000.00. Contingent upon Rural Fire reimbursing the city 

$61,415.00 which is 50% of the total cost. 

On vote being taken, the motion was unanimously passed. 
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Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Thibert, to approve Resolution #06-04-2026, Minnesota 

Public Facilities Authority financial assistance in the form of a Water Infrastructure Fund 

Grant Application, and that the grant agreement shall be executed on behalf of the City of 

Red Lake Falls by the Mayor & City Administrator. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Knaack, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: None. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

Kalbakdalen moved, seconded by Kleven, to approve Resolution #06-05-2026, accepting 

$2,585.00 in donations to the City of Red Lake Falls for City Flower Planters. 

For: Kalbakdalen, Kleven, Knaack, Matzke, Thibert, Bertilrud 

Absent: None. Against: None. Abstain: None.  

MOTION WAS PASSED. 

 

COUNCIL BOARDS AND SHERIFF/ADMINISTRATOR/ENGINEER REPORTS 

There are three terms up for election in 2026. The filing period is July 14th – July 28th. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:24 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Allen Bertilrud, Mayor     

Kathleen Schmitz, City Administrator  

 

The published material is only a summary, the full text is available for public inspection at City Hall, or by 

standard or electronic mail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


